AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
U.S. Appln. No. 09/879,995 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 

a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; 
a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 
a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 
a lift height detecting section for detecting the vertical position of the cargo carrier; 
a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance moved by the 
vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication section for starting the measurement of the traveling 
distance measuring section when the hft unit moves in the forward direction after the height of 
the cargo carrier is not less than a predetermined height and the lift unit stops during a 
predetermined period; and 

a movement control section for prohibiting the lowering movement of the cargo carrier 
until a rearward distance moved by the vehicle main body is not more than a predetermined 
value after the measurement start indication section starts the measurement. 

2, (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 1, wherein the traveling 
distance measuring section is an up-down counter for up-counting the forward distance moved 
by the lift unit, and down-counting the rearward distance moved thereby; 
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the traveling distance measuring section has a counter for indicating the traveling 
distance of the lift unit; and 

the movement control section prohibits the lowering movement of the cargo carrier until 
the value of the counter is not more than 0. 

3. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
movement control section allows lowering the cargo carrier by the lift unit within a 
predetermined range, and prohibits lowering the cargo carrier below the predetermined range. 

4. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 
a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 
a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 
a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance moved by the 
vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication section for starting the measurement of the traveling 
distance measuring section; and 

a movement control section for prohibiting the lowering movement of the cargo carrier 
until the measured value of the traveling distance measuring section becomes an initial value 
after the measurement start indication section starts to operate. 
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5. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 4, wherein the traveling 
distance measuring section is an up-down counter for up-counting the forward distance moved 
by the lift unit, and down-counting the rearward distance moved thereby; 

the traveling distance measuring section has a counter for indicating the traveling 
distance of the lift unit; and 

the movement control section prohibits the lowering movement of the cargo carrier until 
the value of the counter is not more than 0. 

6. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 4, wherein the 
movement control section allows lowering the cargo carrier by the lift unit within a 
predetermined range, and prohibits lowering the cargo carrier below the predetermined range. 

7. (withdrawn): The cargo handhng vehicle as claimed in claim 4, wherein the 
movement control section forcibly stops lowering the cargo carrier. 

8. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 
a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 

a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 

a cargo detection section for detecting the cargo on the cargo carrier; 

a lift height detecting section for detecting the vertical position of the cargo carrier; 
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a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance moved by the 
vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication section for starting the measurement of the traveling 
distance measuring section when the detection results of the cargo detection section is changed 
after the lift height detecting section detects that the height of the cargo carrier is not less than a 
predetermined height; and 

a movement control section for prohibiting the lowering movement of the cargo carrier 
until the measured value of the traveling distance measuring section is not more than a 
predetermined value after the measurement start indication section starts the measurement. 

9. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
movement control section allows lowering the cargo carrier by the Hft unit within a 
predetermined range, and prohibits lowering the cargo carrier below the predetermined range. 

10. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
movement control section forcibly stops lowering the cargo carrier. 

11. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 

a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; ' 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 

a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 
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a lift height detecting section for detecting the vertical position of the cargo carrier; 
a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance moved by the 
vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication section for starting the measurement of the travehng 
distance measuring section when the lift unit moves in the forward direction not less than a 
predetermined distance after the height of the cargo carrier is not less than a predetermined 
height, and then the cargo carrier moves up and down with in a predetermined range, and then 
the lift unit starts to move backward; and 

a movement control section for prohibiting the lowering movement of the cargo carrier 
until the measured value of the traveling distance measuring section is not more than a 
predetermined value after the measurement start indication section starts the measurement. 

12. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 
movement control section allows lowering the cargo carrier by the lift unit within the 
predetermined range, and prohibits lowering the cargo carrier below the predetermined range. 

13. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 
movement control section forcibly stops lowering the cargo carrier. 

14. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 
a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; 
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a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 

a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 

a cargo detection section for detecting the cargo on the cargo carrier; 

a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a rearward distance of the lift unit 
moved by the vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication switch for starting the measurement of the traveling 
distance measuring section; and 

a rearward movement control section for stopping the rearward movement of the vehicle 
main body when the measured value of the traveling distance measuring section reaches a 
predetermined value. 

15. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 14, further comprising 
a movement control section for prohibiting lowering the cargo carrier by the lift unit until the 
measured value of the traveling distance measuring section reaches a predetermined value. 

16. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
movement control section forcibly stops lowering the cargo carrier. 

17. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 
a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 
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a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 

a cargo detection section for detecting the cargo on the cargo carrier; 

a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a rearward distance of the lift unit 
moved by the vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication switch for starting the measurement of the traveling 
distance measuring section; and 

an alarm section for put out an alarm when the measured value of the traveling distance 
measuring section reaches a predetermined value. 

18. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 17, further comprising 
a movement control section for prohibiting lowering the cargo carrier by the lift unit until the 
measured value of the traveling distance measuring section reaches a predetermined value. 

19. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
movement control section forcibly stops lowering the cargo carrier. 

20. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 
a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 

a vehicle main body for moving the Hft unit forward and backward; 

a cargo detection section for detecting the cargo on the cargo carrier; 
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a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a rearward distance of the lift unit 
moved by the vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication switch for starting the measurement of the traveling 
distance measuring section; 

a rearward movement start section for automatically starting the lift unit to move 
backward by operating the measurement start indication switch; and 

a rearward movement control section for stopping the rearward movement of the vehicle 
main body when the measured value of the traveling distance measuring section reaches a 
predetermined value. 

21. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 20, further comprising 
a movement control section for prohibiting lowering the cargo carrier by the lift unit until the 
measured value of the traveling distance measuring section reaches a predetermined value. 

22. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 20, wherein the 
movement control section forcibly stops lowering the cargo carrier. 

23. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 
a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 

a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 
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a cargo detection section for detecting the cargo on the cargo carrier; 

a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a rearward distance of the Hft unit 
moved by the vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication switch for starting the measurement of the traveling 
distance measuring section; 

a rearward movement start section for automatically starting the lift unit to move 
backward by operating the measurement start indication switch; and 

an alarm section for put out an alarm when the measured value of the traveling distance 
measuring section reaches a predetermined value. 

24. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 23, further comprising 
a movement control section for prohibiting lowering the cargo carrier by the lift unit until the 
measured value of the traveling distance measuring section reaches a predetermined value. 

25. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 24, wherein the 
movement control section forcibly stops lowering the cargo carrier. 

26. (withdrawn): A cargo handling vehicle comprising: 
a cargo carrier for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the cargo carrier; 

a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 
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a traveling distance measuring section for measuring a rearward distance of the lift unit 
moved by the vehicle main body; 

a measurement start indication switch for starting the measurement of the traveling 
distance measuring section; 

a automatic lowering section for automatically lowering the cargo carrier by the lift unit 
when the measured value of the traveling distance measuring section reaches a predetermined 
value. 

27. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 26, further comprising 
an operation lever for operating the lift unit to lift the cargo carrier up and down, wherein the 
measurement start indication switch is provided on a knob of the operation lever. 

28. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 26, wherein the vehicle 
main body is a forklift truck, and the cargo carrier is a fork supporting the cargo mounted on a 
pallet; 

the lift unit comprises a mast for supporting the fork to be guided in the upper and lower 
directions, and a lift driving device for lifting the fork up and down along with the mast; and 

the traveling distance measuring section is a measuring instrument for measuring the 
rearward distance that the forklift truck moves. 
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29. (withdrawn): The cargo handling vehicle as claimed in claim 26, wherein the vehicle 
main body is a reach forklift truck, and the cargo carrier is a fork supporting the cargo mounted 
on a pallet; 

the lift unit comprises a mast for supporting the fork to be guided in the upper and lower 
directions, and a lift driving device for lifting the fork up and down along with the mast; 

the reach forklift truck comprises a straddle arm for supporting the mast to be guided in 
the forward and backward direction, and a reach drive unit for moving the mast in the forward 
and backward direction along with the straddle arm; and 

the traveling distance measuring section is a measuring instrument for measuring the 
rearward distance of the mast along with the straddle arm. 

30. (withdrawn): A reach forklift truck comprising: 
a mast; 

a fork for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the fork along with the mast; 
a straddle arm; 

a reach device moving the lift unit in the forward and rearward direction along with the 
straddle arm; 

a vehicle main body having a tire for running the reach forklift truck; 

a lift height detecting section for detecting the vertical position of the cargo carrier; 
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a lift unit traveling distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance of the lift 
unit moved by the reach device; 

a measurement start indication switch for starting the measurement of the lift unit 
traveling distance measuring section; and 

a movement control section for prohibiting the lowering movement of the cargo carrier 
until the measured value of the lift unit traveling distance measuring section is equal to or below 
a predetermined value when the height of the fork measured by the lift height detecting section is 
equal to or above a predetermined height. 

31. (withdrawn): The reach forklift truck as claimed in claim 30, wherein the movement 
control section allows lowering the cargo carrier by the hft unit within a predetermined range, 
and prohibits lowering the cargo carrier below the predetermined range. 

32. (withdrawn): A reach forklift truck comprising: 
a mast; 

a fork for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the fork along with the mast; 
a straddle arm; 

a reach device moving the lift unit in the forward and rearward direction along with the 
straddle arm; 

a vehicle main body having a tire for running the reach forklift truck; 
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a lift unit traveling distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance of the lift 
unit moved by the reach device; 

a vehicle body traveling distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance of 
the vehicle main body moved; 

a measurement start indication switch for starting the measurement of the lift unit 
traveling distance measuring section and the vehicle body traveling distance measuring section; 

an adder for adding the measured distances of the lift unit raveling distance measuring 
section and the vehicle body traveling distance measuring section to output an added value; and 

a movement control section for prohibiting the lowering movement of the cargo carrier 
until the added value of the lift unit traveling distance measuring section and the vehicle body 
traveling distance measuring section is equal to or below a predetermined value. 

33. (withdrawn): The reach forklift truck as claimed in claim 32, further comprising: 

a lowering start indication section for controlling the lift unit to automatically lower the 
fork when the added value thereof is not more than the predetermined value; and 

a lowering reservation switch for operating the lowering start indication section. 

34. (withdrawn): The reach forklift truck as claimed in claim 32, further comprising a 
vehicle automatic stop section for automatically stopping the rearward movement of the vehicle 
main body when the added value thereof is not more than the predetermined value. 
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35. (withdrawn): A reach forklift truck comprising: 
a mast; 

a fork for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the fork along with the mast; 
a straddle arm; 

a reach device moving the lift unit in the forward and rearward direction along with the 
straddle arm; 

a vehicle main body having a tire for running the reach forklift truck; 

a lift height detecting section for detecting the vertical position of the cargo carrier; 

a lift unit traveling distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance of the lift 
unit moved by the reach device; 

a vehicle body traveUng distance measuring section for measuring a forward distance of 
the vehicle main body moved; 

an adder for adding the measured distances of the lift unit traveling distance measuring 
section and the vehicle body traveling distance measuring section to output an added value; 

a measurement start indication section for starting the measurement of the lift unit 
traveling distance measuring section and the vehicle body traveling distance measuring section 
when the lift unit starts to move backward after the reach device moves the lift unit forward 
under the condition that the height of the fork measured by the lift height detecting section is 
equal to or above the a predetermined height; and 
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a movement control section for prohibiting the lowering movement of the cargo carrier 
until the added value of the lift unit traveling distance measuring section and the vehicle body 
traveling distance measuring section is equal to or below a predetermined value. 

36. (withdrawn): The reach forklift truck as claimed in claim 35, further comprising: 

a lowering start indication section for controlling the lift unit to automatically lower the 
fork when the added value thereof is not more than the predetermined value; and 

a lowering reservation switch for operating the lowering start indication section. 

37. (withdrawn): The reach forklift truck as claimed in claim 35, further comprising a 
vehicle automatic stop section for automatically stopping the rearward movement of the vehicle 
main body when the added value thereof is not more than the predetermined value. 

38. (currently amended): A forklift truck comprising: 
a fork for carrying a cargo thereon; 

a mast inclinably supporting the fork; 

a lift unit for raising and/or lowering the fork; 

a vehicle main body for moving the lift unit forward and backward; 

an inclination detection unit for detecting an inclination of the fork; and 
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a lowering prohibiting section for prohibiting the lowering movement of the fork by the 
lift unit if the inclination detection unit detects the fork inclined more than a predetermined 
angle^ 

wherein the inclination detection unit comprises a magnet sensor and a magnet, wherein 
the magnet is disposed on a portion of the fork and the magnet sensor is disposed on a portion 
extending from the lift unit, so that the magnet sensor faces the magnet under normal operating 
conditions and moves away from the magnet when the fork is inclined more than a 
predetermined angle, thereby automatically outputting a signal to the lowering prohibiting 
section to prohibit lowering movement of the fork . 

39. (original): The forklift truck as claimed in claim 38, further comprising a lift height 
detecting section for detecting the vertical position of the cargo carrier, wherein the lowering 
prohibiting section prohibits the lowering movement of the fork if the height of the fork is equal 
to or above a predetermined height. 

40. (original): The forklift truck as claimed in claim 38, further comprising a vehicle 
body stop section for stopping the forward or backward movement if the inclination detection 
unit detects the fork inclined more than the predetermined angle. 

41. (new): The forklift truck as claimed in claim 38, further comprising a device for 
automatically canceling the prohibition of the lowering movement, wherein said device 
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comprises a biasing force for biasing the fork to an inclination that is less than the predetermined 
angle. 
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